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President Peter Lowrey writes ... 

Once again as I sit down in my cottage in Cornwall to write my 

annual thoughts for this handbook a ferocious gale is blowing and 

the rain is falling in torrents and widespread flooding and damage is 

once again forecast. The news from Australia is equally depressing 

with the England Test Team having been whitewashed in the Ashes 

series and our own Middlesex player Steven Finn returning home 

without being selected for a single match. Let us hope that we have 

more success in the one day series and the T20 format. 
Photograph by John Gladwin 

The MCA's winter programme is under way with radical changes to the rules and format. Everyone 

I have spoken to over the last couple of years has been convinced that a pair's based competition 

would be advantageous to the development of our young players so changes have been made 

and enjoyment is being had by all taking part. The Indoor Finals will therefore be played at the 

specially designed Play on Sport facility for the first time. The four Area Helpers Courses are once 

again being run this year with the financial help of the Middlesex Cricket Trust. These courses are 

an ideal introduction to the ECB coaching scheme. 

Thankfully it is now only a few months before our cricketing summer starts. I am sure all our clubs 

are running indoor sessions and preparing themselves for the action packed season ahead. This 

will include not only evening Colts League and Cup matches but for some Borough and Regional 

Cricket. Clubs will already have been asked to nominate their best colts to trial for Borough cricket. 

2013 saw the inaugural year of Borough and Regional Cricket which proved a great success 

culminating in Regional Representative Sides playing two matches against the County Youth Side 

at various age groups. Thanks to the Middlesex Cricket Board and the County Club this system is 

now a vital part of the Player Pathway to excellence and Junior County Cricket. 

As I write I have just heard on the news that England Ladies have just completed a win over the 

Australians in the Ashes Test Match. Congratulations to them as they gain the first six points in 

their campaign down under. This prompts me to say that I am often asked by parents whether our 

clubs cater for girls to practice and play in matches run by our Association. This occurs far more 

frequently since the Chance to Shine initiative has been rolled out across the County. My answer 

is of course yes and I refer them to the appropriate page of our handbook where the necessary 

details and contact information can be found. After all it is the object of our Association to promote, 

encourage and improve the playing of cricket at all levels amongst boys and girls in the County of 

Middlesex. 

As I comment every year we need new blood to spread the work load and enable our Association 

to develop and remain vibrant. We must encourage new faces with new ideas to join our area 

committees to gain experience and ensure that the MCA remains the best Colts cricket provider in 

the country. Please make yourself known to us if you think you can help in any way. My telephone 

number is in the handbook or please Email me or our Chairman Peter Smyth. 

Congratulations to all the Clubs and Managers who featured in our Indoor and Outdoor Finals in 

2013. As we look towards the new season our thanks must go to Peter Smyth and the Executive 

Committee and Tony Ward and the Cricket Committee who administer our affairs and also to the 

Middlesex Cricket Board, Middlesex Cricket Trust and the Seaxe Club for their continuing support. 

Finally I wish all our Colts, Colts Managers, Coaches and Helpers an enjoyable, dry, competitive 

and incident free 2014 season. 
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Peter Smyth writes from Down Under ............ . 
'England don't have the stomach', were the headlines in a 
Sydney popular newspaper following the final test. I spent two 
months out in Australia during the winter months, visiting my 
son, Australian daughter-in-law and their two young children 
and what the Australians I met couldn't understand was the 
change in a team over a few months. Their expectations for 
the 'Ashes' series was a hard fought contest in which they 
would be eventual victors. Of course they were delighted at 
the outcome (taking every opportunity to 'rib us pommies') 

and thrilled that a number of their 'mature' players finally 
reached their potential. 

So how did things change quickly over those few short months - my thoughts, and it 
has happened to us all over our cricketing careers; players lose confidence and 
consequently form; other players find situations stressful and there are the players 
whose techniques let them down. 

As the 2014 season comes progressively closer perhaps the young players of 
Middlesex can contemplate those remarks above. Firstly, you must get your technique 
right, whether batting or bowling we need to spend hours in the nets with our coaches 
getting it right, 'ironing out' flaws and making the right shot selection or the type of ball 
to bowl that will stretch the opposing batter. Secondly, confidence and form come from 
'playing out in the middle'; every opportunity you get to play, take it. There is no other 
way of improving your form than being in a competitive situation. You may make 

mistakes, but you learn from them. Consider how you got out or your bowling produced 
no wickets, you'll find an answer and the next time 'in the middle' you may slightly alter 
what you do. And finally, every time you take to the field you put yourself under 
pressure, because you want to preform to your potential. Many of the professional 
cricketers have to 'put themselves in the zone', preparing themselves for the game. In 

some cases there are rituals/ superstitions, but however they do it the players take to 
the field in the 'right frame of mind'. So find your own way of 'getting in the zone'. 

From a future England point of view, we need change, we need to nurture the next 
generation of young cricketers. It may mean that the next couple of years may be a 
lean time for English cricket, but I do believe we have some very talented young 
cricketers. Let's give them a chance. As a young Middlesex cricketer you may be 
reading this and have aspirations to play cricket for England one day. If you did you'd 
be following in the footprints of some great Middlesex cricketers - Mike Gatting, Angus 

Fraser and Phil Tufnell. 

As always in my brief ramblings I'd like to take the opportunity to thank a huge number 

of people who support the Middlesex Colts Association and the work we do -Colts 

managers, coaches, parents, administrators, the MCB, the MCCC and our sponsors. 

Please keep on supporting to help the young cricketers of Middlesex, one-or two of 

them may go on to play for England and help retain the 'Ashes'- that would keep my 
daughter in laws relations quiet! 
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[ UNDER TEN SIR GEORGE ALLEN TROPHY FINAL 2013 / 
Eastcote 112-4 (net 92) beat Sheen Park 60-3 (net 45) by 47 runs 

On a glorious sunny afternoon at Lords on 31 st Aug 2013, Eastcote U10's won the Sir Gubby 
Allen Trophy Final defeating Sheen Park by 47 runs. Despite their efforts Sheen Park were 
defeated by an Eastcote side determined to win the Trophy. On winning the toss, Captain Akhil 
Sofat inserted Sheen Park into bat and after four overs of the first pairing, Sheen were restricted 
to scoring only 8 runs net. Rahul Ashar conceding five runs from two overs in between Atharva 
Prasad taking the wicket of opener Thornbury. 

With a bit more urgency, a further 19 runs were scored by the second pairing of Sheen against the 
bowling of Shalin Thanki and Sachin Patel. William Bolitho the dominant partner hitting some 
glorious fours. At the half way stage of the innings Sheen had 27 runs. The third Sheen pairing 
found the scoring harder as Saihaj Singh and Amanbir Bansal with one wicket bowled very 
economically. Only 1 0 runs were accumulated from the four overs and with 37 runs on the board, 
Eastcote were placed in a good position. Keeping in line with the tight bowling, the last pairing 
were restricted to 8 runs from 4 overs including a Rahul/Krish run out. Sheen Park ended their 
innings on 45 runs net probably a below par score. Eastcote fielding was the best I have seen for 
a long time!! A special mention to Krish Patwal for his excellent keeping conceding only one bye 
and taking one catch!! 

Eastcote's team talk at the half way stage was, if we preserve our wickets and play each ball on 
its merit, we should reach the winning line. Enter Akhil Sofat and Amanbir Bansal, guiding the ball 
in the gaps and using the pace of the ball, the first pair put on 21 runs while losing one wicket, 
Thornbury clean bowling Amanbir. Saihaj Singh and Sachin Patel scored a further 19 runs in the 
second pairing, Saihaj probably producing the shot of the match through the covers. With already 
40 runs on the board at half way stage, the third pairing of Shalin Thanki and Krish Patwal had 
been given the licence to play shots but not to put the team on the back foot. Playing aggressively 
both batsmen went for big shots and despite hitting couple of fours each, Krish was out twice 
stumped by the wicket keeper off the bowling of Nazir. At the end of their pairing the score was 61 
and Eastcote were well ahead of the game. The game plan was to hold Eastcote' s most 
accomplished batsman till the last pairing and they did not disappoint the large crowd. Atharva 
Parsad strode in with every intention of scoring at will and smashed two sixes and five fours in his 
34 not out. Eastcote finished on 92 runs net a winning margin of 47 runs. 

We all would like to thank Middlesex and Tony Ward for organizing the event at Lords and 
congratulate Sheen Park for playing the game in good spirit and providing a spectacle for the 
large crowd. Congratulations to the Eastcote U1 O Squad: Akhil Sofa!, Amanbir Bansal, Saihaj 
Singh, Sachin Patel, Shalin Thanki, Krish Patwal, Rahul Ashar Atharva Prasad, Sachin Vyas, Shiv 
Parmar, Daniel Rowlands. Coach: Minesh Patel. 
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COMMENTS FROM THE AREA CHAIRMEN 

North Area 
2013 was an outstanding year of achievement for North area clubs with both National 
Champions coming from within a couple of miles of each other. 
Harrow St. Mary's completed a clean sweep of the 15's· tournaments winning Middx 

Indoor, League and Cup before going on to be crowned as National Champions. 

Meanwhile Eastcote dominated the younger age groups completing the clean sweep of Indoor, League and Cup 
at both 11 's and 13's with the 13's going on to national glory to cap their season. 

With the U10's becoming Gubby Allen winners at Lords and the 17's tasting County Cup success Eastcote were 
worthy Victor Ladorum winners as the most successful club in Middlesex. 

There was also a notable maiden Middlesex final appearance for Hillingdon Manor in the 17's County League 
Cup. 

Credit for the strength of the local clubs must go to the various managers and coaches who produce so many 
well run and coached colts sections. From personal experience running a 15B side it is impressive to see the 
standard of the cricket being played in Div 4 and below. 

Tony Wright 

Good luck to everyone again in 2014. 

South Area , Rather than go through a long list of winners, runners-up and notable successes and 
achievements which are all covered elsewhere in the handbook I thought this year I 
would put down some questions to help you judge whether you are running a 

successful colts section - the list is not exhaustive; it's not even a receipe for success even if you say 'yes' to all 
the questions - it's just a few ramblings of someone who has come through the colts system and has now been 
involved in its administration for a number of years. ' 

1. Do you have good numbers of colts at each age group between the ages of 8 and 17 to ensure you can enter 
all MCA competitions? 

2, Do you encourage girls and players with special needs to become members of your club? 

3. Do you have enough qualified coaches to ensure that all age groups and practice sessions are covered during 
the summer? 

4. Do you have enough 'match managers' to ensure all games are covered and do not rely on the same people 
(person) all the time? 

5. Do you get enough support from the senior players in the club in helping out with coaching/running games? 

6. Do you have good parental support/involvement in running your teams? (Could you do more to encourage 
more parents/older siblings to get involved) 

7. Do you have a smooth pathway from colts to senior cricket? 

8. Do you actively encourage colts to play for your senior teams? 

9. Do you have a retention rate of over 10% from your colts? (look at an age group and see how many of those 
are playing for your seniors in 5 years time) 

10. Do you have strong links with local schools? 

11. Do you keep your finances separate from the senior club? (or are you seen·as an 'income stream' that keeps 
the senior club going) 

12. Are you given unrestricted access from the senior club to use of the facilities i.e. use of nets and square? 

If you have answered "yes" to most of the above you are well on the way to running/being part of a successful 
colts set up; if cannot answer "yes" to most of the above then maybe it's time to start thinking about what needs 
to change at your club. 

My thanks as always to all the coaches, managers, parents and volunteers for the amount of work they put in at 
their respective clubs and my best wishes to everyone for an enjoyable 2014 season. Hopefully to those clubs 
that are struggling with your colts sections that by the end of the season you would have said "yes" to a few more 
of the questions above. Clifford Pile 
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East Area I would like to take the opportunity this year to share my thoughts on some disturbing 
recent trends. As many of you will know, I have been involved with colt's cricket for 
well over twenty years and I am sad to say that I feel that the ethos of fair play and of 

playing by the rules is now being ignored by a number of clubs. 

We are members of an association and when we join that association w_e agree to abide by its rules. As the area 
representative on the main committees I am always happy to pass on any requests to amend those rules, but we 
work as a democracy and as such we all have to accept that after suitable discussion a majority vote must win 
out at the end of the day. 

If our young people are to grow into the kind of responsible adults that we would like to see, an example has to 
be set. The example needs to be seen as all embracing and not just coming from home and school, but also from 
their recreational activities. That means that everyone involved in colts cricket is responsible for setting that 
example. This therefore is one of the most important aspects of what we do. All of us are there to guide these 
yo�ng people into a love of sport that will enhance their lives and even potentially turn their lives around. 

My thanks as ever to everyone involved in colts cricket, the managers, coaches, umpires, scorers and the 
supportive parents who all give up vast amounts of their time to encourage everyone to take part. Please keep 
up the good work and encourage those around you to also become more involved. Hillary Jackson 

West Area 
The 2013 season was much drier than the previous year and therefore far fewer 
games were lost to the weather. However, disappointingly, several games were 
conceded and efforts must be made to play matches, even if teams are weakened 
by absences. 

Despite holding a pre-season umpires course, the standard of umpiring still needs to be improved and clubs are 
encouraged to send more managers on this years course. 

The only County success in West Area this season came when Sunbury won the Under 17 league knockout at 
NPL when they defeated Hillingdon Manor by _55 runs. 

Our Vice Chairman, Chris Churchman has stood down from the position and has been replaced by Richard 
Cullen. Our thanks go to Chris for his efforts over the last seven years. 

Finally, I wish all clubs an enjoyable 2014 season and hope for fewer concessions and for games to be played in 
the right spirit. John Ventham 

Central Area 
Season 2013 went along smoothly compared to the 2012. 95% off matches were 
completed and saw North Middlesex winning leagues at 13, 15 & 17 & Stoke 
Newington at Under 11 & 10. Unfortunately the Central Area wasn't able to provide 

any County Champions though. 

Over the 2012/2013 Winter, the Central Area trialled the Action Cricket as a new way forward for how Middlesex 
plays indoor cricket at colts level. This proved very successful and has been adopted by all the other areas for 
the 2013-2014 season. The finals will be played at the Play On Sports facility at Canary Wharf for the first time 
at end of March 2014. My thanks to Peter Hollman & Doug Teesdale for organising the Central/East area and 
the Finals. 

The Central Area welcomes Alexandra Park as a new member for 2014 and also sees Stoke Newington and 
Primrose Hill entering 4 teams at certain age· groups. Cricket is continuing to grow in the Central Area, and i 
must also thank all the Clubs Colts Sees for the amount of work they do to arrange·managers, coaching, fixtures 
& of course, the players. 

I did say last season would be my last season, but with the decision to take on digital scoring I have decided to 
stay on to be involved in this transition period. It should be a great addition to our websites and provide the colts, 
and managers, with so much more information. 

A happy 2014 season to all Middlesex cricketers. Mark Pittman 
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UNDER 11 COUNTY 

CUP FINAL 

astcote U11 's had defeated Hampstead to reach the County 
Cup Final and played 2012 winners Indian Gymkhana who 
had beaten Ealing in the other semi-final. Indian Gymkhana 

won the toss and decided to bat first on a beautiful batting track at 
Teddington CC. 

Eastcote opening bowlers Khizer Khan and Vishay Hirani started well in the sweltering heat and 
after 3 overs had not conceded many runs but couldn't get an early wicket. At that point Eastcote 
conceded a few too many extras and in no time Indian Gymkhana raced to 38 runs off 8 overs but 
the game turned when quick bowlers Anand Shah and Sarthak Panvelkar grabbed 3 wickets for 
only 1 run and shortly after that got the 4th wicket. Amrit and Ahmed put on a 65 run partnership for 
Indian Gymkhana, finding boundaries regularly whilst Eastcote struggled with the left and right 
hand batting combination. A great catch by Vishay off Luke Ede's bowling got Eastcote the 
breakthrough, the 6th and 7th wickets went down quickly there-after, both to run outs. At 117 for 4, 
Indian Gymkhana could have posted an imposing total but the Eastcote boys did really well to pull 
it back and bowl out the opposition for 140 off 34.2 overs, Amrit top scoring with 37 runs. Sarthak 
was the pick of the Eastcote bowlers taking 3 for 20 well supported by Anand who took 2 for 32. 
Khizer bowled miserly conceding only 7 runs from his 6 overs. Sarthak was also the top wicket 
taker for Eastcote in the Area and County Cup matches. 

Set 141 to win, Jolan Baxter (16) started like he always does with a flurry of boundaries, but was 
caught when well set. The 2nd wicket partnership of 57 runs between 1 O year old batsmen Akhil 
Sofat (45) and Atharva Prasad (26) swung the game in Eastcote's favour having scored their runs 
at a good run rate. Indian Gymkhana then came back into the game and claimed 3 quick wickets 
and had reduced Eastcote to 99 for 4 but then Khizer (16) and Vishay (20no) batted sensibly to 
calm Eastcote nerves leaving Jake Askew (5no) who hit a lovely lofted drive and Vishay a cover 
drive to win the game for Eastcote in 30.1 overs having lost 5 wickets. Spinner Jasmeer bowled 
really well for Indian Gymkhana taking 3 for 22 off his 8 overs, Ahmed also bowled well taking 1 
wicket for 22 runs from his 7 overs. Atharva top scored with 235 runs in the Area and County Cup 
matches. 

It was great end to the game as Eastcote's U17 team came to.support the U11's, having already 
won the Chairman's Cup comfortably against North Middlesex. Both sets of Indian Gymkhana and 
Eastcote players, parents and coaches created a fantastic atmosphere with lots of support for their 
team. In the absence of Eastcote U11 Captain Rishi Wijeratne and his deputy Jafer Chauhan who 
were both away on Middlesex duty, stand-in Captain Khizer was presented the County Cup and a 
Shield whilst all the players were given a medal. Our thanks to Tony Ward for organising the 
County Cup Competition and to Teddington CC for hosting the final and providing the players and 
officals a lovely tea. 
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UNDER 11 COUNTY T
he U11 County League semi-finals were played at
Southgate Adelaide CC on Sunday 15th September after 

LEAGUE FINAL 
the initial fixtures on 25th August were called off due to 

water logged pitches at North Middlesex CC. The weather was 
cold and damp with rain in the air, in the first semi Ealing saw 

off Indian Gymkhana and in the second Eastcote had a comfortable victory against Winchmore 
Hill, taking only 7 overs to knock off the required target of 58 runs after their bowlers had not let 
the Winchmore Hill batsman settle. For Eastcote Sarthak Panvelkar 2-0-9-2, Vishay Hirani 3-0-6-1 
and Jafer Chohan 3-0-8-1, Atharva Prasad 21 no and Rishi Wijeratne 18no. 

In the final, Ealing batted first and Robbie Connelly and Ned Leonard put the Eastcote bowlers to 
the sword scoring 82 runs before the first wicket fell and were handily placed at 101 for 4 off 17 
overs when rain started to fall. The umpires and both coaches tried their best to get the game 
restarted but the rain become heavier and in the end it was agreed that the game would be 
abandoned and replayed at a later date. Eastcote won the toss to host the final on the following 
Sunday. 

Ealing won the toss and decided to bat first again but this time round they lost early wickets. 
Opening bowler Anand Shah had Ned caught at square leg for 9 in the second over of the match 
and bowled No. 3 Ludo first ball, hitting the top of middle stump and then proceeded to bowl the 
next batsman Radford Pilgrim for 2 in his next over. Vishay Hirani also got into the act and bowled 
Ealing's no. 5 Isiah Henry. Arjun Parmar picked up a wicket in his first over, at this point after 7 
overs Ealing were stuttering at 26 for 5 but opener Robbie Connelly was still there and he got 
good support from William Gartside and the two put on a 45 run partnership for the 6th wicket 
before Khizer Khan coming back to bowl at the end, bowled both of them. Ealing ended on 86 for 
7 off their 20 overs, probably 20 runs short of a defendable total. Robbie top scored with 33, 
William scored 25, Anand had figures of 3 for 18 and Khizer 2 for 19. 

Eastcote had bowled well and fielded as a unit and at the half-way stage the boys were reminded 
that the runs would still need to be scored and they needed the top order batsman to finish the job 
in hand. Eastcote opening batsman, Jolan Baxter (34) and Atharva Prasad (29) put on a 70 run 
partnership in only 1 o overs, taking a liking to Ealing's quick bowlers, however both fell to Pavan 
Sandhu's opening over of spin. Rishi Wijeratne (1 Ono) and Jamie Graham (9no) came in and 
batted sensibly taking Eastcote past the winning line in 16th over. Pavan Sandhu was the pick of 
the Ealing bowlers taking 2 for 9 from his 3 overs. 

A comfortable victory against an Ealing side that contained a number of very good players, the 
game was played in the right spirit and both sets of teams got together at the end for photos. A 
fitting end to the 2013 season, where this bunch of Eastcote boys won all 3 County titles on offer, 
winning 36 out of 37 games played over both the Indoor and Outdoor season. Our thanks to Tony 
Ward and the entire MCA Committee for all their hard work through the season and to Peter 
Lowrey for presenting the trophies and medals. 
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UNDER 13 ECB 

COUNTY CUP FINAL 

e ECB National Club U13 Championship County Final held 
on 3 July saw a memorable encounter between two much 
fancied teams in the County, bringing together Eastcote and 

North Middlesex to decide who would go on to represent the 
County at the regional playoffs. 

Eastcote won the toss and chose to bat and were immediately facing an uphill task when they lost both 
their openers Arran Amin and Aanand Daryanani promoted to open, to a needless run out and stumping 
tor 8 runs before a steadying partnership of 31 runs between Ashane Wijesuriya and Hemanshu Hirani 
managed to move the score along to 39 before Hirani was bowled by L Pearce (4-0-22-1) for 24 in the 
11 th over. Ross Richardson then joined Wijesuriya and the two continued to rebuild but progress was 
well below the run rate required at the time and with North Middlesex well on top. With the score on 60 in 
the 14th over, Wijesuriya was bowled by Max Harris ( 4-1-19-1) for a hard fought 21, and with the match 
leaning in favour of North Middlesex at this stage, a brilliant inning by Richardson (30 retired), and well 
supported by Amman Lakhani (14) unsettled North Middlesex to concede 48 runs in the final 6 overs 
and for Eastcote to end on a high, setting a modest but challenging total of 108 for 6 at the end of their 
allotted 20 overs. The other bowlers for North Middlesex were Luke Holman (4-0-13-1), Billy Mattocks 
(3-0-21-1 ), Nick Woodfield (4-0-22-0) and R West (1-0-5-0). 

In reply, North Middlesex began their inning cautiously with openers Hugh Teesdale and Luke Holman 
managing 14 runs in their first 4 overs both finding it difficult to adjust the pace/spin combination 
employed by Eastcote in opening wi!h Naresh Rasakulasuriar from one end and off spin of Saavan Shah 
from the other. Holman in trying to rest the initiative in the 4th over, played back to Shah (4-0-16-1), only 
to tread on the stumps and to be dismissed hit wicket for 5. This breach enabled Eastcote to exert 
further pressure and with excellent bowling by Hirani (2-0-6-0) and Zeshaan Mahmood (3-0-8-2) and 
well supported by some excellent fielding accounting for 3 run outs, Eastcote were able to pick up 
regular wickets including the prize wicket of Captain Joe Cracknel bowled by an out swinging yorker by 
Rasakulasuriar (4-2-9-2) for 7, and that of Teesdale who continued to hold up one end until the 13th over 
until he too was bowled by Amaan Lakhani (4-0-16-1) for 14. The other bowlers for Eastcote were Kail en 
Patel (1-1-0-1) and Jonathan Barry (1-0-4-0). North Middlesex were eventually bowled out for 65 in 19.4 
overs to register a 43 run victory for Eastcote and qualification to the regional stage of the National Cup 
competition. 

Scorecard - Eastcote 108 for 6 - North Middlesex 65 
Tony Ward, Chairman of the MCA Cricket Committee, and Tony Wright, Chairman for North Area 
presented the two finalists with their respective trophies and medals. 
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ECB U13 CUP 

REGIONAL FINAL 

e East Regional Final was scheduled to take place on
31 st July at Bishop's Stortford Cricket Club, Hertfordshire 
between four group finalist playing two group semi finals 

and the winners playing a final to decide an overall regional 
winner to progress to the National Final, but due to heavy rain 

and several subsequent postponements, and to the disappointment of the boys, led to the group 
semi finals eventually being left to the respective 'home' teams to organise and restage. 

The group semi final line up was as follows: 
Chesham CC (Buckinghamshire) v Eastcote CC (Middlesex) 
Bedford CC (Bedfordshire) v Finedon Dolben CC (Northamptonshire) 

In the first semi final, Eastcote comfortably defeated Chesham by 8 wickets (Chesham 64 I

Eastcote 65 for 2) and in the second semi final, Finedon Dolben defeated Bedford to reach the 
Regional Final. In a similar format to the semi final, the final was then held at Eastcote on 9th 
August between Eastcote and Finedon Dolben. 

On a sunny afternoon, Eastcote won the toss and chose to bowl first and were rewarded 
immediately with a sharp run out in the second over involving Aanand Daryanani combining with 
wicket keeper Ashane Wijesuriya to run out Finedon Dolben opening batsman Joe Saxby when 
the score was on 1. Opener Harry Gouldstone (28no) shored up one end but Eastcote's potent 
bowling line up and excellent fielding made regular inroads to restrict Finedon Dolben to a modest 
56 for 9 in their allotted overs. Many of the Finedon Dolben batsmen barely got off the mark with 
Mathew Clarke second highest with 7 runs. Pick of bowlers for Eastcote were Naresh 
Rasakulasuriar (4-2-4-1), Saavan Shah (4-0-10-0), Hemanshu Hirani (4-0-14-2), Amaan Lakhani 
(3-0-14-2) and Zeshaan Mahmood (4-1-12-3). 

In reply Eastcote made light work of the chase scoring the required runs at a canter and 
completing the task in 9.1 overs. Openers Aaran Amin (11) and Jonathan Phillips promoted up the 
order subjected the Finedon Dolben bowling to some brutal hitting, putting on 23 runs for the first 
wicket, before he was bowled by Johnny Clarke for 22 when the score was on 45. The remaining 
runs were knocked off by Ashane Wijesuriya (1 Ono) and Hemanshu Hirani (?no). For Finedon 
Dolben, Tejas Patel (4-0-21-0), Johnny Clarke (4-0-22-1 ), Tom Swann (1-0-9-1) and Fraser 
Hornby (0.1-0-4-0). 

Scorecard - Finedon Dolben 56 for 9 - Eastcote 58 for 2Peter Lowrey, President of the Middlesex 
Colts Association and Chief Guest presented the two teams with their respective shields and 
medals 
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NATIONAL CUP 

iddlesex Cricket enjoyed an unprecedented year in
2013 in which it saw two of its constituent Clubs 
achieve National acclaim winning both National Club

Championships at the respective under 13 and 15 age groups 
in the same season . This remarkable and rare fete was 

achieved by Eastcote and Harrow St Mary's respectively, two clubs situated a few miles apart in 
North West London. 

This achievement also endorsed an outstanding year for Eastcote under 13's who remained 
unbeaten across all formats to claim all four major competitions in the year beginning with the 
Middlesex Indoor Championship, followed by the Middlesex League Championship, the ECB 
Middlesex County Championship, and finally the highly prized ECB National Cup. 

The National Final was held at the prestigious Shrewsbury School in Shropshire from 13-15th 
August where six regional finalists, from 1700 teams from across the country, gathered to 
compete in a three day round robin tournament to decide an overall champion for the year. 
Eastcote had qualified for the National final by first, securing the county stage, winning the County 
final against North Middlesex to represent Middlesex, and regional qualification, by winning the 
regional final against Finedon Dolben from Northamptonshire to represent the East. 

The five other regional finalists to reach the Final were West Bretton from Yorkshire representing 
the North, Himley from Staffordshire representing the West Midlands, Cambridge Granta from 
Cambridgeshire representing the East Midlands, Brislington from Somerset representing the 
South West and St James' Montfiore from Sussex representing the South East. 

Eastcote were unfazed by the enormity of the occasion and weight of expectation, and put in 
strong performances to earn victories against Cambridge Granta by 8 wickets (Cambridge Granta 
64 I Eastcote 66 for 2), another 8 wicket win against St James' Montfiore (St James' Montfiore 80 
/ Eastcote 81 for 2)  and a 106 run win against West Bretton (Eastcote 146 for 4 / West Bretton 
40), and were well poised in the head to head match against Brislington, restricting them to 93/8 
in their allotted 20 overs when torrential rain intervened to halt the tournament and for Eastcote to 
be declared worthy champions adjudged on a vastly superior net run rate by virtue of their earlier 
victories, and were seen as worthy champions and ambassadors underlining their outstanding 
form and exemplary behaviour. 

James Taylor of Nottinghamshire CC and former pupil of the Shrewsbury School, who was Chief 
Guest at the Finals, presented Captain Ashane Wijesuriya with the magnificent Ken Barrington 
Trophy. 
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UNDER 13 COUNTY 

LEAGUE FINAL 
T

he Final of the County League was held at NPL 
Teddington on Bank Holiday Monday, 26 August. The final 
was contested between Eastcote and Sunbury both 

having won their respective semi finals earlier in the day 
against Finchley and Hornsey respectively. 

Eastcote won the toss and chose to bowl first on a track that seemed to be two paced and difficult 
to bat, and their decision was reinforced when Naresh Rasakulasuriar bowled J Newton for 0 in 
only the third delivery of the inning. J Littlewood was then run out by Zeshaan Mahmood for 4, and 
with A Pillai LBW to Amman Lakhani for 0, followed by a sharp catch by Savaan Shah to dismiss 
M Zander Howder for 3 off the bowling of Aaran Amin, by which the core of the Sunbury batting 
had been dismissed for 34 runs and the batting in some disarray. However, with opener J 
Bannerjee (20), remaining resolute and with number 1 0 batsmen B Nur (20) having other ideas, 
both then put on a rear guard effort to push the score to a more respectable 74 for 9 in their 
allotted overs. The pick of the bowlers for Eastcote were Naresh Rasakulasuriar (4-1-6-1 ), Amaan 
Lakhani (4-1-12-1), Hemanshu Hirani (4-0-13-1), Aaran Amin (3-0-10-2) and Kailen Patel (2-1-5-
3) . 

Set a modest target to chase, Eastcote began the chase confidently at over 5 runs an over but lost 
opener Jonathan Phillips in the 4th over for 12 caught by J Newton off the bowling R Chadha when 
the score was on 23, and two more wickets without a run being scored, checked Eastcote's 
progress, result of a fine double wicket maiden by J Newton, first to dismiss captain Ashane 
Wijesuriya for 0 caught by A Pillai and then to dismiss Hemanshu Hirani caught by D Harvey with 
the first ball he faced. An interesting passage of play ensued with Eastcote falling behind in the run 
rate and Sunbury increasing in confidence and a further wicket of Aanand Daryanani for 2 off the 
bowling of Chadha on 33 kept the match in the balance, however, a fifth wicket partnership of 43 
runs between opener Aaran Amin (34no) and Ross Richardson (19no) guided Eastcote home 
safely with over 6 overs to spare to clinch the championship and for Chairman of the MCA Cricket 
Committee , Tony Ward, to present Eastcote with the fabulous Wilkinson Sword Trophy. 

Scorecard - Sunbury 74 for 9 - Eastcote 76 for 4. 
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UNDER 15 NArWEST 

COUNTY CUP FINAL H
arrow St Mary's U15s completed the county cup double 
claiming the outdoor title to go with their indoor one, with 
an emphatic nine wicket victory over a talented Sunbury 

side by the banks of the River Thames. 

The journey to the county final had started with a 163 run win over Pinner in the North Area cup, 
this was followed by six wicket win over Lohana and a 130 run win over Hillingdon Manor which 
set up an Area final verses Stanmore. Looking back this was the game which HSM should never 
have won. Stanmore had restricted Saints powerful batting line-up to 114-7, with only Ian Harris 51 
ret really contributing with the bat, from their twenty overs and seemingly had the game won as 
they were cruising to victory. Then, with pace not working, Saints turned to their spinners and 
medium pacers who started to get a grip on the game. The rampant run rate slowed. Stanmore 
maybe panicked a little, no more so then when Zuniar mistook the wrong crease line on the pitch 
and was run out. Saints scented blood, turned the screw and Stanmore unbelievably collapsed to 
91-9 and Saints had amazingly snuck home by 23 runs, which was very hard on Greg Sumpter
who had scored a brilliant 50 retired. In the county semi-final, a Friday evening trip around the
A406 was safely negotiated to Winchmore Hill with Saints winning comfortably by 74 runs to set­
up an eagerly awaited final at Sunbury. 

Only a few days before the final HSM were faced with bringing in U13s and younger into the final 
team as both Merchant Taylors' School and Haberdashers Aske School had scheduled school 
matches on the day of the final which would have decimated the team. It is with great gratitude to 
both schools and particularly their cricket masters that they either moved their fixture or released 
their boys to play in the final. Maving negotiated rush hour traffic, it was a miracle that all eleven 
players were even there at the start-as gridlock traffic threatened to derail the title attempt before it 
was even started. 

HSM won the toss and decided to insert Sunbury who were without their much travelled, having 
previously played for Sheen Park and Bessborough, but very talented batsman Bradley Erasmus 
who had fractured a finger leading up to the match. He was certainly missed by Sunbury. In what 
was their best bowling performance of the season, Saints had Sunbury on the back foot from the 
start with Charanvir Gill continuing his good form from the weekend on county duty. 

With Sunbury having scored only 12 from their first 3 overs, the pressure for runs saw opener 
Rajan Soni edge one to Nikhil Rawal behind the stumps. A second wicket fell after an excellent 
catch by Gill in the slips from the bowling off Amar Dave. HSM had Sunbury rocking, looking a 
truly professional outfit in the field backing the precise bowling, 15-2 off 5. 

Matters went from bad to worse for Sunbury in the 6th over thanks to a superb caught and bowled 
by spinner Kushal Patel, 18-3 off 6, and HSM were in dreamland. Sunbury fought back hard with 
William Attfield, 33, and Amar Virdi, formerly of Indian Gymkhana, 20*, taking the score towards 
respectability. However, Angus Prevost once again proved to be a thorn in batsman's sides taking 
pace off the ball and nipped in with a crucial wicket, which, together with two splendid run outs 
from the boundary by Dave saw the powerful Sunbury batting restricted to 103/6 from their twenty 
overs. With a short boundary on one side, 150 seemed to be the par score, and Saints knew that 
the title was within their grasp. 

Cool heads were needed in the run chase with Harris and Rawal taking guard. HSM did not hang 
around though, with Rawal flicking the second ball for six with the first over from Eddie Knight, 
who had joined Sunbury from a Surrey club in the spring, going for 15. HSM never looked back 
even when Harris was caught at point. Rawal completed his half century when he scored HSM's 
winning run in the 11th over and HSM completed a clinical nine wicket victory, initially based on 
superb bowling and fielding and then sublime batting. HSM's best performance of the season was 
when it really mattered the most as they clinched the county title for the third time as a team, as 
U10, U13 and now U15, to go with their runners up as U11 s, proving that they had been over the 
years the stand out team at this age group. 
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UNDER15 

NATIONAL FINALS H
aving won the county cup, Harrow St Mary's moved 
onto the county play-off where they hosted Essex 
side Woodford Wells. As ever there were selection 

headaches. Ian Harris was on holiday; Andrew Thomas 
was away with Middlesex U14s at Taunton, whilst the day 

of the play-off was also the start of the Bunbury festival in which Nikhil Rawal had been selected for the 
London and East region. Ordinarily not a problem but the festival this year was in Durham! 

The only hope of Rawal playing was a very early start and Woodford Wells were magnificently sporting 
in agreeing to a 9.30 start in the full knowledge of what it meant to HSM's team selection. 

The toss would be important with such an early start or it seemed. Woodford won the toss and, 
unsurprisingly, under grey skies and amid humid conditions, inserted HSM, who were missing two front 
line batsman, to bat. Rawal and Angus Prevost opened the batting. Rawal left off where he finished 
from the Middlesex county final hitting a brilliant 50 retired which included four sixes and two fours and 
whilst others chipped in, it was not until a late cameo from Vaibhav Dubey, 28*, did anyone else make a 
significant contribution. 135/5 from 20 overs was a competitive score and it was now down to the 
bowlers. 

Woodford Wells were missing their South African exchange student who had returned home to Cape 
Town before the match was played and it was easy to see how he would have made a huge difference. 
Woodford's batting crumbled in the face of fiery pace bowling from Charanvir Gill and Amar Dave, the 
spin of Kushal Patel and the nagging line and length of Dubey and Rohan Radia. 

HSM were able to take in their stride Rawal leaving for the Bunbury festival after 12 overs of the 
Woodford reply, with Prevost taking over the gloves, with the game seemingly won. Undoubtedly Patel 
will take the plaudits with the ball for his superb 5/19 - Woodford appeared as lost as England used to 
be against Shane Warne - but like the county final this was a bowling performance of sheer class. 
Radia took 2/8, Dubey 1 /22, Dave 1 /17 and Gill 1 /11 as Woodford succumbed to 89 all out and that was 
only reached due to their 8th and 9th wicket showing more maturity with the bat than their 
predecessors. 

The regional finals beckoned at Horsham and Saints travelled with an armada of fans including a full 
coach. HSM faced Suffolk side Mildenhall in the semi-final, who had stayed locally overnight. HSM, 
once again put into bat, tore into them. All the batsmen chipped in, but Harris 47 (41 balls) and Patel 38 
{28) gave the innings the impetus that was required as Saints finished on 168/6 from their 20 overs. 
Mildenhall's reply never really started as they stuttered along to 65/4 off 15 overs, before a late surge, 
with the game all but over saw them reach 127/4 from their allotted overs, some 41 runs short. Patel, 2-
13, & Dubey, 1-13, were the wicket takers, together with a run out. 

Finchampstead from Berkshire had dispatched Knebworth Park with ease in the other semi-final. 
However, the Finches were left shell-shocked as Saints romped to a ten wicket win to secure a place at 
the national finals. Finchampstead batted first and went off at an electric pace but were pegged back by 
spin and the medium pacers as the innings wore on. Finchampstead finished on 121-8 from their overs, 
with Dubey, 2-16, Prevost, 2-30, Patel, 1-15, and Shaneil Lakhani, 1-5, taking the wickets, whilst Rawal 
was lightening behind the sturnps with three dismissals to go with two from the semi-final. 

With a modest target to chase, HSM did not hang around with Harris, eventually 51 from 36 balls, 
initially playing the anchor role, whilst Rawal blasted away at the other scoring 51 from 34 balls, 
including three sixes. Finchampstead's spinners who had caused havoc against Knebworth Park were 
treated with disdain as HSM won at a canter inside fourteen overs to set up a date with destiny at 
Shrewsbury School for the National Finals. 

U15'·s National Championship 12 August 2013 
Harrow St Mary's U15s were crowned ECB National Club champions at Shrewsbury School after two 
comprehensive victories over Stockton and High Wycombe. 

Dubbed as the "Golden Generation" by many at the club, the ho�e-grown team, ten of the twelve man 
squad ha_ve been with the club since the age of nine, another joined at eleven, with other at twelve, had 
a reputation of falling short when it mattered most, but over the last year or so, they have matured as a 
side and put in big performances when heroes were needed most particularly quring this cup run. 
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AREA WINNERS FOR SEASON 2013 

CENTRAL AREA EAST AREA NORTH AREA SOUTH AREA WEST AREA 

LEAGUE WINNERS LEAGUE WINNERS LEAGUE WINNERS LEAGUE WINNERS LEAGUE WINNERS 

U11D1 Stoke Newington 'A' Winchmore Hill 'A' Stanmore 'A' Ealing 'A' Sunbury 
U11D2 North London Southgate MTSSC South Hampstead Wycombe House 
U11D3 Highgate Totteridge Millhillians Hayes 'A' Wembley Teddington Town 
U11D4 North London Muslims Harrow Town 
U13D1 North Middlesex 'A' Old Elizabethans/Barnet 'A' Eastcote 'A' Shepherds Bush Indian Gymkhana 
U13D2 Stoke Newington 'A' Southgate Bessborough 'A' Old Actonians Barnes 
U13D3 Hampstead 'B' Southgate Adelaide Eastcote 'B' GWR Trailfinders Teddington Town 
U13D4 Stoke Newington 'B' Stanmore 'B' 
U13D5 North London Muslims Uxbridge 'B' 
U13D6 Lohana 'B' 
U15D1 North Middlesex 'A' Winchmore Hill Stanmore 'A' Ealing 'A' Sunbury 
U15D2 Stoke Newington Old Elizabethans/Barnet 'A' lckenham 'A' Old Actonians Wycombe House 
U15D3 Homsey 'B' Botany Bay West Harrow Hampton Hill 
U15D4 Harrow St Mary's 'B' 

00 
U15D5 Lohana 'B' " 
U17D1 North Middlesex Potters Bar Eastcote Osterley Indian Gymkhana 
U17D2 Stoke Newington Hillingdon Manor Turnham Green/ 

Polytechnic Hampton Wick Royal 

CUP WINNERS 

U11 Hampstead Winchmore Hill Eastcote Ealing Indian Gymkhana 
U13 North Middlesex Holtwhites Trinibis Eastcote Shepherds Bush Sunbury 
U15 North Middlesex Winchmore Hill Harrow St Mary's Ealing Sunbury 
U17 North Middlesex Holtwhites Trinibis Eastcote Wembley Richmond 

( INDOOR LEAGUES 

)I U11 Hampstead Eastcote Ealing 
U13 Homsey Eastcote South Hampstead 
U15 Homsey Harrow St Mary's Wembley 

UNDER 10 SIR GEORGE ALLEN TROPHY 

Homsey Southgate Adelaide Eastcote Acton Indian Gymkhana 
Stoke Newington Winchmore Hill Harrow St Mary's Ealing Sheen Park 






