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President Peter Lowrey writes ... 

The eighty five clubs that form the Middlesex Colts Association are the base foundation on which the 
Middlesex Cricket Pyramid of Excellence is built. The MCA provide a structure in which our young 
players can reach the very highest standards of performance as they set forth on the Middlesex 
Player Pathway. Our aim is to promote and encourage our club players to reach their personal best 
within the club and team structure. We are always looking for ways of helping to raise the standards 
of our competitions and after long discussions are introducing two new League Competitions at 
Under 12 and at the Under 14 age groups for the 2015 Season. This will enable the very talented 
player to play up a year where as in the past they have had a jump of two years. Hopefully this will 
encourage and produce more club nominations for the Borough Competitions that lead into the 
Regional Representative Squads and the opportunity to play for the County. The MCA therefore 
plays a really vital role in helping our youngsters reach the top of that Pyramid of Excellence. 

Leading on from my last paragraph, one of the pleasures of being involved in Middlesex Youth 
Cricket for many years is keeping an eye on MCA Colts playing First Class Cricket. Billy Godelman 
(Hampstead, Derby) Ned Eckersley (Ealing, Leicestershire) Toby Roland-Jones (Sunbury, 
Middlesex) and Adam Rossington (Barnet, Northantt ) are all flourishing and are all Ambassadors 
for their Clubs and the Middlesex Colts Association. ' 

I wish all our Colts, Colts Managers, Coaches and Helpers an enjoyable 2015 Season. 

Chairman Peter Smyth writes ... 

As Peter Lowrey states in his Presidential address the development of Youth cricket in Middlesex 
isn 't an accident, it's because a great many people believe the future of cricket in the County 
depends on the young players of 'tomorrow'. Everyone involved from Angus Fraser, at the County 
Club level , the Development team, the Academy and club colts managers/coaches all have a part to 
play. The Pathway Plan has been developed to ensure that all levels of talent in the County receive 
the opportunities to. improve their skills. 

The MCA has over the years always looked to provide more opportunities for young people to play 
cricket. I believe we are continuously striving to do that and the introduction of league cricket at 
U12's and U14's is part of that development - of course it does greatly depend on clubs taking up 
the challenge, in particular of finding the manpower to organise the age groups. So I urge you if 
reading this, you are suited and you want to get involved, contact your club I'm sure your help would 
be appreciated. 

Indoor Cricket has also seen further development over this winter, with the whole County programme 
being shifted to the 'indoor facility ' at Canary Wharf. It is an exciting 'arena' in which boys and girls 
certainly seem to enjoy playing in. Our thanks to Peter Hollman and his team who have taken on the 
challenge of organising this very initiative form of cricket. 

We have also seen the increased participation of girl's cricket in the County over the past two years. 
With divisions at U11,U13 and U15 the Girl 's Chairman, Martin lssitt and his team have worked 
tirelessly to improve facilities and opportunities. 

As always I'd like to finish by saying a big thank you to our sponsors and to colts managers, coaches, 
helpers and parents who continue to devote countless hours of unpaid and selfless service to the 
young cricketers in Middlesex, our sincere gratitude. 
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COMMENTS FROM THE AREA CHAIRMEN 
SOUTH AREA 
The Indoor competition was played in a new format this winter with Indian Gymkhana joining us as 
the West Area had decided not to run a winter league programme. The leagues were played locally 
and it seemed to be a more enjoyable version of the game; however, the purpose built facilities at 
Canary Wharf are completely different and it proved a difficult task for our teams to compete once 
they got to the finals. Osterley seemed best to adapt finishing 3rd in the Under 13 and Under 15 
competitions; whilst Indian Gymkhana were the highest placed South area team finishing 4th in the 
Under 11 's competition. 

The helpers course was again held at St Benedicts School. 25 people attended - a big thank you to 
Peter Lowrey for his support and time/energy in running these courses. 

During the summer Ealing had a clean sweep of the top divisions of the area mini-leagues winning 
at all 4 age groups. Perivale/Phoenicians won Division 2 at Under 11; Old Actonians won the 2nd 
Division at Under 13 and Brentham won at Under 15 level. In the Cups Ealing had another clean 
sweep winning at all 4 age levels. Ealing were successful at the County Level winning the Under 
13 and Under 17 County League finals. We changed •our Gubby Allen Under 1 O's competition into 
2 small mini leagues held during the early part of the seaso'n with Ealing and Old Actonians won 
through to the next stage; both clubs struggled to progress any further on reaching the play offs. 

Unfortunately we did not hold our Slip-Trio competition and especially disappointing was the 
cancellation of the Under 1 O's Festival in 2014; hopefully they will both return to our area calendar 
next summer. 

I am still concerned that a number of managers/coaches are not umpiring in the correct attire - whilst 
not expecting them to pass the 'Percil test' with their shirts or have neatly pressed dark trousers I 
do feel turning up as though you have just left the terraces (OK that should be seating but you know 
what I am getting at!!!) at Stamford Bridge or spent an afternoon with the Barmy Army unacceptable 
(dress code that is). I cannot help but wonder if this in a small contributory way this plays a small part 
in some of the poor quality of umpiring that I have witnessed. My intention is therefore still to run an 
evening on umpiring for all coaches/managers at clubs in the South Area. 

In saying the above I should acknowledge the vast majority of good work that is going on in the 
clubs so a big thank you to all the coaches, managers, parents and volunteers for the vast amount 
of work they put in at their respective clubs. If it wasn't for them colts cricket just wouldn't happen. 

Thank you to Derek Hill for his support in his role as Vice Chairman. Also thank you to John Walker 
for taking on the role of Minute Secretary last year. Hopefully following the AGM we will also have a 
appointed a Results Secretary who can take on the challenge of mastering the CricHQ scoring and 
results system and doing a better job than I did during last summer producing league tables - one of 
those is more difficult than the other - I will leave you to work which one is which! 

My best wishes to all colts, coaches and managers for an enjoyable and sunny 2015 season. 

Clifford Pile 

CENTRAL AREA 
Congratulations to all Age group winners in 2014. Stoke Newington at 10, 11 & 13, Homsey at 15 
and North Middlesex at 17. Congratulations to Homsey Under 15s winning the Central Area & Middx 
County Cup and Finchley also did the Central & Middx Cup double at Under 13. Stoke Newington & 
North Middlesex did League & Cup doubles at 11 & 17 respectively. Most clubs embraced the cric 
Hq system for scoring and logging of results & averages. Hopefully more clubs will use the system 
more efficiently in 2015 so we can introduce MVP competitions and more. All the best to all clubs in 
2015 in what i'm sure will be a glorious Ashes summer. 

Mark Pittman 
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COMMENTS FROM THE AREA CHAIRMEN 
EAST AREA 
I am glad to say that this has been a relatively quiet year in the East Area. This means that there 
were no disputes or arguments within the area which indicates that everyone is playing by the 
same standards. We did however have a few problems with the new online system. As with all new 
technology there were the teething troubles that occur when a new system is put into place too 
quickly. As Trevor is the results secretary he is the main person dealing with this and I believe that he 
has decided to reinstate his spreadsheet and possibly the website alongside. I am concerned about 
the lack of guarantees as to the future costs of using this programme as I can foresee it becoming 
prohibitively expensive for our voluntary organisation. 
My congratulations to all those of you who won league and cup honours last year but we need to 
continue to look forward to the new season with a wide perspective and make sure that colts of all 
abilities are able to develop their cricket skills and become the dedicated cricketers of the future. 
Middlesex has set itself the target of developing more national players, we should support this 
laudable objective but not forget the backbone of cricket in this country. 

My thanks to all of you involved in whatever capacity in helping to get the matches played. 

Hillary Jackson 

WEST AREA 
The 2014 season in West area was very competitive with several league matches ending in ties 
throughout the age groups. In addition, some disputes in games needed to be resolved and the 
standard of umpiring was at times below expectations. An umpires course has since been held in 
order to attempt to raise levels. Teddington won the Under 15 county league knockout with Richmond 
and Sunbury beaten finalists in the Under 11 county cup and the Under 17 league knockout. 

Very recently, Sunbury's Frank Sharman sadly passed away. Frank was colts manager at the club 
from 1979 until 2008, as well as holding many positions in West area, the MCA and CYT. 

Six clubs in West area took part in the Under 1 O festival at Hampton Wick Royal CC at the end of 
August. Teams played a "round robin" throughout the day in good spirit. Our thanks to Hampton 
Wick Royal for hosting the event. All players were presented with a certificate to commemorate their 
first year of competitive hardball cricket. 

Finally, I look forward to fine weather, good cricket and consistent umpiring with far fewer disputes 
in 2015. 

John Ventham 

NORTH AREA 
2014 was another successful year for north area clubs on the Middlesex stage but more pleasing is 
again the progress being shown in increasing the numbers of teams and clubs playing colts cricket 
in the area. 

Northwood have very quickly got themselves up to speed and were rewarded by their U11 s winning 
division 4 at the first attempt, congratulations to them. 

The clubs themselves continued to make my job relatively easy by getting cups played broadly on 
time and managing to get on with each other (with a few isolated but now resolved exceptions!!!). 

With 2015 seeing the advent of 12s and 14s age group leagues there will be yet more teams and 
more pressure on grounds and coaches but hopefully the continuing cooperation between clubs will 
enable this new and exciting expansion to be successful. 
Good luck all for the season ahead. 

Tony Wright 
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AREA WINNERS FOR SEASON 2014 

CENTRAL AREA EAST AREA NORTH AREA SOUTH AREA WEST AREA 
LEAGUE WINNERS LEAGUE WINNERS LEAGUE WINNERS LEAGUE WINNERS LEAGUE WINNERS 

U11D1 Stoke Newington 'A' Potters Bar Eastcote Ealing 'A' Indian Gymkhana 
U11D2 North Middlesex Totteridge Millhillians 'A' Bessborough Perivale Phoenicians Teddington Town 
U11D3 Highgate Enfield GBCC Staines & Laleham 
U11D4 North London Muslims Northwood 
U13D1 Stoke Newington 'A' Winchmore Hill 'A' Eastcote Ealing 'A' Teddington 
U13D2 Hampstead 'B' . Southgate Adelaide OMT Old Actonians Teddington Town 
U13D3 Stoke Newington 'B' Winchmore Hill 'B' Eastcote 'B' Chiswick & Latymer 
U13D4 Hampstead 'C' lckenham 'B' 
U13D5 Regents Park 'B' Uxbridge 'B' 
U13D6 MTSSC 'B' 
U15D1 Homsey 'A' Winchmore Hill 'A' Stan more Ealing 'A' Wycombe House 
U15D2 Homsey 'B' Holtwhites Trinibis 'A' Uxbridge Brentham Hampton Wick Royal 
U15D3 Regents Park 'B' Totteridge Millhillians Eastcote 'B' Chiswick & Latymer 

(J1 U15D4 lckenham 'B' .i:,. 

U15D5 Pinner 
U17D1 North Middlesex Potters Bar lckenham ? Ealing Sun bury 
U17D2 Lohan a Hampton Hill 

CUP WINNERS 
U11 Stoke Newington Winchmore Hill Eastcote Ealing Richmond 
U13 Finchley Holtwhites Trinibis Eastcote Ealing Sunbury 
U15 Homsey Winchmore Hill Eastcote Ealing Teddington 
U17 North Middlesex Winchmore Hill Eastcote Ealing Richmond 

INDOOR LEAGUES 
U11 Stoke Newington Eastcote Ealing 
U13 Stoke Newington Lohana Indian Gymkhana 
U15 Homsey Eastcote Wembley 

UNDER 10 SIR GEORGE ALLEN TROPHY 
Primrose Hill Southgate Adelaide Eastcote Ealing Richmond 
Stoke Newington Winchmore Hill Harrow St M'ary's Old Actonians Teddington 



SEAXE GIRLS LEAGUES 2014 
2014 presented challenges for the girls' leagues - reflecting a decline in numbers of girls 
playing nationally. 

It is encouraging that clubs have remained determined to promote the game and ensure that 
match opportunities are grasped and 2015 will in fact see increases in the overall number of 
league entries and games played. Several new initiatives are underway to attract younger girls 
to the game across the county and we can continue to look forward to the years ahead. Some 
MCA member clubs have in fact joined forces to compete as a single club unit to ensure that 
resources can be best applied for both training and matches. 

During 2014 itself, we saw the introduction of indoor games at Canary Wharf- all well received, 
as reflected by an increase in participants in the 2015 tournaments. Congratulations to 
Primrose Hill and North London for winning the 2014 indoor Under 15s and U13s respectively. 

The divisional league outdoor honours were shared across a range of clubs which is 
encouraging. At Under 11 , Bushy Park came first in the West, with North Middlesex and North 
London sharing the North title. 

The Under 13s saw Ealing triumphant in the West and Finchley winning in the North. At Under 
15, Ealing again won the West division with North London and Primrose sharing the title in 
the North. 

Finals Day in September at North London saw keenly contested games with North Middlesex 
coming out on top at Under 11 and Ealing winning the Under 13s - the standard of cricket 
played in the Under 13 games that day being genuinely high, which bodes well for the future 
of the girls' and women's game in Middlesex. 

As in previous years, the Seaxe League also hosted early season Lady Taverners county 
tournaments at Under 11 and Under 13 - each won by North London in 2014. These events 
offer festival opportunities for the younger girls and we will be looking to introduce further 
informal festivals in 2015, introducing girls to the game. 

Several Middlesex girls continue to excel in representative cricket and it was notable that in 
the 2014 EWDP Under 15 and Under 19 tournaments 5 of our girls appeared. Looking at some 
of the league cricket played in 2014, it seems likely that more will follow in years to come. 

Thank you as ever to all clubs, coaches, managers and parents for their continued support. 
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FRANK SHARMAN -
A TRIBUTE TO ONE OF THE MIDDLESEX COLTS ASSOCIATIONS GREATEST SONS. 

Frank Sharman - a Tribute to one of the Middlesex Colts Associations greatest sons. 

Frank's contribution to the Sunbury Cricket Club and the MCA was immense. 
His association with Sunbury Cricket Club and MCA goes back a long way. He joined the club 
when it moved to its present site at Kenton Court Meadow in 1959 and he became their Colts 
Manager in 1979 and served in a variety of capacities, on MCA committees from 1991 until 
2009. 

He played cricket for the Club over a period of more than 20 years, as and when family 
commitments and his sojourn in France permitted, including as captain of the 4th XI in 1982. 
During his early years at the club he was a member of the Sunbury CC and Sunbury Sports 
Association management committees - even before he became Colts Manager. He always 
offered principled and compassionate views and, when the occasion demanded it, held to 
them come what may. •· 

Frank's greatest legacy to Sunbury Cricket Club was that of Colts Manager. Like most clubs in 
the 1950s and '60s, Sunbury had just one Colts ' XI for players of all ages enjoying occasional 
mid-week matches during the school holidays. A Colts' organisation started to take shape 
within the Club in the early 1970s and it was on a firm base and when Frank was handed 
the baton after the AGM in November' that year and he took it to the next level, assembling 
an expanding cadre of players and parents, and arranging their places on courses to gain 
coaching skills and qualifications. With this , the Colts section, as we know it today took shape. 

His commitment and achievements as Colts ' Manager has for many years now provided 
one of the cornerstones to the foundations of Sunbury's success at a senior level where as 
many as 75% of the players as well as of the captains and vice-captains in our Xls have been 
current or former Sunbury Colts and who have propelled us to, and sustained us, in the upper 
reaches of the Surrey Championship. 

His commitment to cricket extended outside the Club. Not only had he long organised the 
Colts at Sunbury but also had played a large part elsewhere in the Borough by running regular 
coaching sessions in primary schools. In 1996, he received a Civic Award from Spelthorne 
Borough Council in recognition of his long involvement with cricket coaching in the Borough. 

He contributed at County level too being a former Chairman of the Middlesex Colts 
Association Cricket Committee from 1994 - 2000, and Chairman of the Association in 2008 
and 2009. He also served as a representative on the Middlesex Cricket Trust and he was 
active on the Middlesex County Board Youth Development Committee supporting cricket for 
boys and girls, including and disabled players, in clubs and schools. 

The tribute was part of the eulogy delivered by Peter Browne, of Sunbury CC, at Frank's 
memorial service. 

Editor - the MCA received many emails and tweets from former colleagues and friends, one 
commenting, 'it was always a pleasure to take a colts team to Sunbury - Frank was a scholar 
and a gentleman'. 
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