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President Peter Lowrey writes ... 

In the early 1960s a small number of clubs recognised the need to attract children so friendly matches 
and Summer Cricket Weeks were arranged. During the winter of 1965/66 Gerry Lillie of North London CC 
decided to try and form an association of club colts sections. On the 10th March 1966 at the then College 
of Physical Education in Paddington Street 13 club representatives met to form Middlesex Colts Cricket 
Association . 30 clubs signed up with Gerry as Chairman. 
In 1967 the County Club donated £900 being half the proceeds from a match between the County and the 
International Cavaliers. The County Youth Trust provided the services of Jim Sims and Jack Robertson to 
run coaching courses so that our colts clubs had qualified coaches within them. The County Coach Don 
Bennett took over the courses and inspired us with his knowledge and guidance. Don was a true friend to 
the MCA over many years. 
Initially matches at Under 14 and Under 16 took place and slowly a county wide Summer programme 
was established. Gerry then donated the Chairman Cup in 1968 and became our President in 1971 . 
Mervyn Mansell (Ealing CC) and Ken Cross (Wycombe House CC) played vital rolls as the organisation 
developed. In 1972 20 over evening leagues were established from a pilot scheme run by David Green. In 
1986 the County Club agreed to take over the inter-county representative programme and tours. This was 
the start of the Middlesex Pathway to excellence. The Association could now concentrate on developing 
opportunities for boys and girls at club level. In 1985 we were granted Charitable Status which involved 
a change of name to the Middlesex Colts Association. Over the last 50 years the MCA, and its band of 
enthusiastic volunteers, has provided vital opportunities for thousands of young cricketers to learn the 
game and as a consequence help sustain club cricket in the County. These volunteers have helped make 
the MCA the outstanding association it is today. 
So at the end of our Golden Year I wish all our Colts, Colts Managers, Coaches, Helpers and Parents an 
enjoyable and successful 2017 Season. 

Chairman Peter Smyth writes ... 

On the 14th of March 1966 Nancy Sinatra topped the music charts with 'These boots are made for 
walking'. So what's the significance, I hear you saying, to my report. 
Well, on that same day Gerry Lillie and the other '12 just men of Middlesex' held their inaugural meeting 
to form the Middlesex Colts Cricket Association (as it was known then) and as they say everything else 
is history. After 50 years how that history has changed. Back then -1966 - the Beatles performed in a 
concert for the last time in the UK; the BBC broadcast the first series of colour television programmes; the 
Moors murderers were found guilty; the Aberfan disaster occurred; England won the football World Cup 
and on a cricketing front Yorkshire were the County champions and the West Indies defeated England on 
home soil by 3 games to 1. 
So how has history changed for the MCA since the sixties ? Back then the Associations major role was in 
providing coaching, liaison with the established schools associations of Middlesex and London, and the 
organization of a number of representative matches for U16's and U18's. A number of inter club games 
took place, but on ly on a friendly basis. In the then 4 Areas - Enfield , Harrow, Barnet and Ealing a total of 
34 games were arranged, 10 of which cancelled because of 'inclement weather'. 
In the summer of 1967 saw the 'birth' of the Associations first competitive cups - the Chairman's Cup 
(which still remains today) and the Titmus Bowling Cup and the Parfitt Fielding Cup. And in March 1968 
the constitution was approved at the AGM and later that year the MCCA obtained charitable status, thank$ 
to the tireless efforts of Ted Jackson. 
Today, I'm pleased to say, as the world around us has changed, that the MCA has continued to build on 
those early days, remembering that our purpose is to provide recreational cricket for the young people 
of Middlesex. We do that with the help of our sponsors, the 83 clubs that now make up the Association, 
volunteer coaches/parents/administrators and the Middlesex County Cricket Club. All of which I have been 
pleased to work with over my 47 years associated with the MCA. So as I step down from the Chair and 
hand over the reins to the new Chairman, I feel humbled by what those 13 visionaries created back in 
1966. An Association that we can all feel proud of ... ... ......... .. what will the next 50 years bring. 
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COMMENTS FROM THE AREA CHAIRMEN 

NORTH AREA CHAIRMAN COMMENTS 
2016 was another succesful year for North Area clubs with Harrow and Stanmore joining Eastcote in · 
winning Middlesex trophies and capped with Eastcote winning the Victor Ludorum as the most 
successful club in Middlesex. In the North Area a successful summer of cooperation provided 
lots of cricket throughout the area, once again the only issues were in the slowness of some 
clubs to organise cup matches resulting in a couple of disqualifications in order to keep to 
schedule, please make every effort not to let this happen in 2017. 
Finally one more plus going into the 2017 season is the news of the efforts going on at 
Kenton to rebuild their colts section with the aim of achieving clubmark and re-entering MCA 
competitions in 2018, please help them out by arranging friendlies with them this summer. 
Good luck this summer to all 

Tony Wright 

SOUTH AREA CHAIRMAN COMMENTS 
Whilst looking for something to write which would be new, witty and challenging - I struggled 
with that one! So I thought I would go through my old reports and see what I have been saying 
over the years and came across a list of questions I asked regarding how you might want to 
judge if you are running a successful colts section or not. I feel most, if not all, are as relevant 
today as they were in 2013. It is does come with a couple of caveats - the list is not exhaustive; 
it's not even a recipe for success even if you say 'yes' to all the questions - hopefully it's seen 
as some thought provoking challenges from someone who has come through the colts system 
as a player and has now been involved in its administration for a number of years. 
1. Do you have good numbers of colts at each age group between the ages of 8 and 17 to 

ensure you can enter all MCA competitions? 
2. Do you encourage girls and players with special needs to become members of your club? 
3. Do you have enough qualified coaches to ensure that all age groups and practice sessions 

are covered during the summer? 
4. Do you have enough 'match managers' to ensure all games are covered and do not rely on 

the same people (person) all the time? 
5. Do you get enough support from the senior players in the club in helping out with coaching/ 

running games? 
6. Do you have good parental support/involvement in running your teams? (Could you do 

more to encourage more parents/older siblings to get involved) 
7. Do you have a smooth pathway from colts to senior cricket? 
8. Do you actively encourage colts to play for your senior teams? 
9. Do you have a retention rate of over 10% from your colts?"(look at an age group and see 

how many of those are playing for your seniors in 5 years time) 
10. Do you have strong links with local schools? 
11. Do you keep your finances separate from the senior club? (or are you seen as an 'income 

stream ' that keeps the senior club going) 
12. Are you given unrestricted access from the senior club to use of the facilities i.e. use of nets 

and square? 
If you have answered "yes" to most of the above you are well on the way to running/being part 
of a successful colts set up; if cannot answer "yes" to most of the above then maybe it's time to 
start thinking about what needs to change at your club. 
There is one more challenge, as we move forward, how best MCA and Middlesex Cricket ·can 
work together to ensure more clubs can have more "yes '.' answers than "no". · 
My thanks as always to all the coaches, managers, parents and volunteers for the amount of 
work they put in at their respective clubs and my best wishes to everyone for an enjoyable' 2017 
season. Hopefully to those clubs that are struggling with your colts sections that by the end of 
the season you would have said "yes" to a few more of the questions above. 

Clifford Pile 
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EAST AREA CHAIRMAN COMMENTS 

As I reflect on last year I would like to think that cricket can have a positive effect on those 
young people with whom we have contact. Unfortunately, some of the lack of respect in general 
society is now creeping into the world of colts' cricket. This I see as a twofold problem. A new 
disbelief in the fact that those in charge actually know what they are doing and should not 
be questioned. Secondly a general lack of respect for any rules, regulations and indeed laws 
that govern the game that we are trying to organise. To counteract this, all of us, who give up 
considerable time and effort mainly as volunteers, need to try to ensure that all managers, 
coaches, players and to some extent parents know the laws of cricket and what constitutes 
acceptable behaviour and to see that this is applied. Also, parents should teach their children 
that those who are giving up their valuable time to help them deserve to be recognised, 
listened to and respected. Perhaps we can then help to turn the clock back to a time that I 
can remember, when I would never have given this a thought, as it was the accepted way to 
behave. 

My thanks to all managers, coaches, umpires, scorers and parents who give up so much of 
their valuable time to ensure that our young people can play this wonderful sport. 

Hillary Jackson 

WEST AREA CHAIRMAN COMMENTS 

The area saw expansion in 2016 with clubs entering more teams in league and cup 
competitions. My congratulations go to Wycombe House, Teddington, Sheen Park and 
Richmond who won five of the eleven county titles . Our own domestic competitions continue 
to be well supported with Under 12 and Under 14 cups and U11, U13 and U15 Plate 
competitions, as well as our U10 league. 

One disappointment, was the withdrawal of four teams during the season and also some 
matches were conceded. I stress the importance for teams to honour fixtures in order to 
maximise the amount of games played . 

We welcome back Hampton Hill CC for the 2017 season after a one year absence and look 
forward to a warm, sunny summer. 

Finally, I would like to thank Richard Cullen who is standing down as area vice chairman, for 
his support over the past 4 years. 

John Ventham 

CENTRAL AREA CHAIRMAN COMMENTS 

2016 was a frustrating summer for Central Area junior cricket because of the wet weather. By 
some odd quirk of fate senior cricket seemed to be able to go ahead every Saturday but the 
weekday junior matches and training were regularly washed out. 

Despite that, cups were won, leagues were completed and a lot of good junior cricket was 
played across the area. That is down to the unstinting efforts of the parents, managers and 
coaches of the clubs in the Central Area, nearly all of whom give up their time voluntarily. On 
behalf of all the children that have benefitted from your efforts, many, many thanks. 

Looking forward to the summer of 2017, I hope for two things; 

1) that we all model the behaviour we want the children to adopt, courtesy and respect for 
umpires and opposition; 

2) that all clubs think creatively about how we can extend cricket opportunities into the summer 
holidays. 

I look forward to working with you all this summer to continue to promote this wonderful game 
to everyone in Central Area. 

Robert Tripp 
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GIRLS CHAIRMAN COMMENTS 

The 2016 girls' season was particularly challenging in terms of weather affecting clubs ' training 
and matches at a time when a priority is attracting young girls to the game. All clubs made a 
huge effort to keep things in shape notwithstanding the limited cricket opportunities and we 
look forward to that bearing fruit in 2017. 

The league season was similarly rain affected but still produced competitive games across the 
county at all ages. 

At U11, North London won the North Division with Primrose Hill runners up. In the West, Bushy 
Park came out on top, followed by Ealing . Finals Day in September saw closely contested 
games with Ealing eventually taking the trophy. 

Meanwhile at U13, North Middlesex defied the rain to lead the North table, followed by Harrow 
Alliance. In the West, Bushy Park came first , again followed by Ealing, and it was those 2 teams 
who fought a closely contested final with Bushy Park retaining the trophy they had won in 2015. 

The U15 winners in the North and West were North London and Ealing respectively. 

January 2017 has already seen excellent indoor competitions at all 3 age groups which bodes 
well for the summer season. We are also introducing a series of drop in festivals for the younger 
players, under the auspices of the league, with a view to introducing as many young girls as 
possible to the game. This is an important step forward which we will look to replicate more 
often. 

Many thanks to everyone for their contributions in 2016. 

Martin lssitt 
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The dinner was attended by over 150 guests, including representatives from 60 of our 
affiliated clubs, coaches, ex-colts, MCCC members and sponsors, all of whom were there 
to recognise the work of the Association over 50 years. 

After a wonderful meal and lots of reminiscing, the MC for the evening Shaun Udal asked 
our President, Peter Lowrey to speak on behalf of our guests. Peter presented a brief 
history of the Association and finished by recognising the contribution of two men in 
particular - Gerry Lillie and Don Bennett - who were represented by their widows, Jean 
Lillie and Pat Bennett. 

Awards were presented during the evening to a number of our clubs :-

The Victor Ludorum, for the outstanding club of 2016 was awarded to Eastcote by David 

52 

Holland on behalf of the Middlesex 
Cricket Trust. 

Seaxe Club President, Alan Ashton , 
presented an award to Bushy Park, for 
their development of Girls Cricket. 

The Craig Smith Foundation award 
was presented by Mark Smith to Stoke 
Newington, for improving the playing 
opportunities for their young players. 

The 'Chance to Shine' award was 
presented by Richard Joyce, to Old 
Actonians, for their wholehearted 

· particif)ation in the scheme. 



Sunbwry were presented with the 
A~k Pie award by Michael Finlay, for 
greatly expanding and improving 
playing opportunities for their colts. 

And finally, Winchmore Hill were 
presented the Wilf Slack Foundation 
award by Andrew Akin . 

The Guest Speaker at the event was 
Angus Fraser, who with Mike Gatting 
and Clive Radley had also been 
present at the 25th Anniversary celebration . Angus regaled the gathered audience with 
amusing stories and antidotes of his playing career. 

The evening was concluded by Peter Smyth, the Associations Chairman, with a vote of 
thanks for the prizes donated from Gray Nicholls, Brooks MacDonald, Stuart Canvas and the 
Middlesex CCC. He thanked the sponsors of the awards, the Guest Speaker, MC, the MCC 
for making the Long Room available, the attendees and finally the hard work and dedication 
of Katie Berry and her team, who worked tirelessly to ensure the evening was a success. 

The Association would also like to thank those clubs that supported the 
evening by contributing to the 'bat initiative', they were: 

Pinner, Stoke Newington, NPL Cricket Club, Southgate Compton, MTSCC, North 

London, Cockfosters, Teddington, Hampton Wick Royal, North Middlesex, Old 

Actonians, Northwood, Brentham, lckenham, Richmond, Botany Bay, Ashford, 

Enfield, Holtwhites Trinibis and Edmonton. 
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AREA WINNERS FOR SEASON 2016 

CENTRAL AREA EAST AREA NORTH AREA SOUTH AREA WEST AREA 
LEAGUE WINNERS LEAGUE WINNERS LEAGUE WINNERS LEAGUE WINNERS LEAGUE WINNERS 

U11 D1 Finchley Potters Bar Stan more Ealing Barnes 
U11 D2 Hampstead Holtwhites Trinibis A Harrow Wembley Sheen Park 
U11 D3 Stoke Newington Edmonton Old Merchant Taylors B Richmond B 
U11 D4 Alexandra Park 

U12 D1 Primrose Hill Eastcote Old Actonians Teddington 
U12 D2 Crouch End Northwood Barnes 
U12 D3 Richmond B 

U13 D1 Primrose Hill Totteridge Millhillians A Eastcote Ealing Teddington 
U13 02 Highgate Holtwhites Trinibis A Bess borough Wembley NPL Cricket Club 
U13 03 Brondesbury Mill Hill Village West Harrow Kew 

U14 D1 Hampstead Harrow Barnes 
U14 D2 Highgate Kew 

CJl 
OJ U15 D1 Stoke Newington Totteride Millhillians A East cote Osterley Teddington 

U15 02 Stoke Newington B Holtwhites Trinibis MTS SC Ealing B Teddington Town 
U15D3 Southgate Adelaide Eastcote B Chiswick & Whitton 
U15 D4 SKLP 

U17 D1 Homsey Edmonton East cote Ealing Teddington 
U17 D2 Totteridge Millhillians Lohana Indian Gymhana 
U17D3 Ashford 

CUP WINNERS 
U11 Finchley Potters Bar Harrow St Mary's Ealing Richmond 
U13 Primrose Hill Winchmore Hill Eastcote Ealing Sheen Park 
U15 Finchley Winchmore Hill Eastcote Ealing Teddington 
U17 Homsey Edmonton Stan more Ealing Teddington 

UNDER 10 SIR GEORGE ALLEN TROPHY 
Stoke Newington Winchmore Hill Eastcote Ealing Richmond 
Finchley Holtwhites Trinibis Stan more Shepherds Bush Sheen Park 
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